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APPROPRIATION
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION

Responses Received From
Office of Indian Affairs
Office of Cultural Affairs

SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

House Bill 82 appropriates $120.0 from the general fund to the Office of Cultural Affairs for the
purpose of funding transportation, installation, informational campaign and related activities as-
sociated with placing the statue of Popé in the National Statuary Hall in Washington D.C.

Significant |ssues

The Office of Indian Affairs notes the Statuary Hall was created by law of Congressin 1864 and
houses the Capitol’s collection of statues doreted by individua states in commemoration of their
notable citizens. The entire collection now consists of 97 statues contributed by 50 states. Forty-
seven states have sent two figures each to the hall: three states — Nevada, North Dakota and New
Mexico — are eligible to donate one additional statue.

Popé, leader of the 1680 Pueblo Indian Revolt, has been recognized throughout history for his
contribution to sustaining Pueblo culture. The New Mexico L egislature commissioned a sculp-
ture of the Native American revolutionary during its 1997 session. Sculptor Cliff Fraguawas
selected by the New Mexico Statuary Hall Commission from among four finalists to create the
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project. Cliff Fragua, is aNative New Mexican, from the Pueblo of Jemez. He has been suyp-
ported on his creative and spiritual journey by his Pueblo and by the other tribes of the State, as
well as many nortIndian citizens of the State.

The Office of Indian Affairs and Office of Cultural Affairs note the following significant issues:

This funding would make it possible for this soon-to-be completed marble statue to be trans-
ferred to Washington, D. C. It honors Popé, traditional religious leader and hero of the Pueblo
Revolt, who is a symbol of freedom, cultural preservation, and tribal sovereignty to Native New
Mexicans. It gives an opportunity to reflect New Mexico’s indigenous roots and will serve asa
teaching tool to many in our State, and in our nation who are ignorant of Popé's place in the his-
tory of our State, and of our Nation. The only other statue of a New Mexican in Statuary Hall is
of former Senator Dennis Chavez. This statue of Popé will compliment the statue of Senator
Chavez, and serve as areminder of New Mexico’s ancient Indian heritage.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

The appropriation of $120.0 contained in this bill is a non-recurring expense to the general fund.
The appropriation is for expenditure in fiscal years 2004 and 2005. Any unexpended or unen
cumbered balance remaining at the end of fiscal year 2005 shall revert to the general fund.
ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS

If the appropriation is not changed to the Office of Indian Affairs, the Office of Cultural Affairs
would transfer the funds to the Office of Indian Affairs.

TECHNICAL ISSUES

The appropriation should be made to the Office of Indian Affairs rather than the Office of Cul-
tural Affairs since the Statuary Hall project is being managed by the Office of Indian Affairs.
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